
Flower Mound and the surrounding com-
munities might appear, to an outsider, to be 
sliced right out of a Leave it to Beaver epi-
sode.  However, the leadership roles taken 
on by women, both as mayors and business 
entrepreneurs, would contradict that assess-
ment.

One such businesswoman is Marilisa Hor-
ton, owner of several locally based, but geo-
graphically expanding enterprises.  Marilisa 
has been very involved in the Flower Mound 
Chamber of Commerce, Leadership Flower 
Mound, Friends of the Flower Mound Library 
Board of Directors, Fiesta Flower Mound, the 
Women of Flower Mound, The Sue Weaver 
C.A.U.S.E., Kim Cloud Charities...and has 
probably joined a few more since I began this 
sentence.

Marilisa’s true calling seems to be concep-
tualizing business ideas, and then fearlessly 
putting them on the map.  If not fearlessly, 

then overcoming any apparent and surprising 
obstacles, nonetheless.  She points out from 
experience, “To me, there is absolutely no 
failure, because even when things don’t go as 
you planned, there is something that comes 
out of it that you never would have learned 
otherwise.  I read a quote: “Set a big, lofty 
goal for yourself.  It doesn’t matter if you can 
do it.  Don’t even worry about that.  Mold 
yourself to be the person that’s successful.”

But, what risks did she and does she take?  
First, she picked up and moved to the area 
10 years ago, after living in Oklahoma, Con-
necticut, and New York.  “It was a little dicey 
at the beginning.  But now, I’m so glad I went 
through those times.  Over the years, things 
have turned out really great.  There are op-
portunities here that I never would have come 
across had I not taken a risk and moved here, 
including meeting my husband, Tony!”

Tony Horton has a variety of partner and 
Photo by Jim Fellows for Magazine International

Marilisa Horton, owner of Magazine International, 
shows off an example of her “Trash the Dress - Re-
venge of the Bridesmaids” Package
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Party in Old Town
Try out your pumpkin bowling skills and participate in other 
fun carnival games at the first annual Old Town Fall Festi-
val on Saturday, Nov. 1st, from 4:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Argyle 
Commons. Free admission, free food, a free live concert 
and free household electronics recycling sponsored by 
Keep Argyle Beautiful are planned. Kids are encouraged to 
dress in their Halloween costumes. Sponsors are needed. 
Call Jollete Ryon at 817-832-8583.

Shop with Lantana Ladies
Kick-start your holiday shopping at the Lantana Ladies 
League Annual Vendor Fair on Tuesday, Oct. 21st, at the 
Grand Homes model at 719 Keeler St. in the Brenham 
neighborhood.  Starting at 7 p.m., a variety of vendors – sell-
ing everything from clothing and accessories, cosmetics, 
spa packages, pottery, and more – will be on hand. Enjoy 
wine and appetizers courtesy of Grand Homes and mingle 
with other LLL members. Visit www.lantanaladies.org

Focus On Giving Gift of Sight
Highland Village optometrist, Dr. Mark Welding, will donate 
his eye examination fees on Saturday, Nov. 8th, to help the 
estimated 300 million people who are blind or vision im-
paired simply because they do not have access to an eye 
exam and a pair of glasses. The World Sight Day Chal-
lenge will run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and feature a bounce 
house, hot dogs, face painting and lots of family fun. Call 
972-317-3888.

Arts and Crafts Auction Benefits Fire Dept.
The Double Oak Women’s Club will hold its annual arts and 
crafts auction at Double Oak Town Hall on Tuesday, Nov. 
11th, from 7 to 11 p.m. All proceeds benefit the Double Oak 
Volunteer Fire Department. The auction is open to the pub-
lic and donations of arts & crafts, specialty baked goods, 
tickets to sporting or theater events, personal services, or 
other items are being accepted. To donate an item or for 
more information, call 817-430-4444. 

Have a Howling Good Time 
E. P. Rayzor Elementary’s annual Wolf Fest Carnival and 
Auction will take place on Friday, Oct. 17th, at the school 
from 6 to 9:30 p.m. and features games, putt-putt, music, 
pony rides, an obstacle course, silent and live auctions and 
more. Proceeds from Wolf Fest will go towards building 
an interactive teaching area known as The Wolf Den. Call 
940-728-0277.

Calling All Mentors 
Girl Scout volunteers come from all walks of life. Some 
are professionals, college students, and retirees who may 
not have daughters, yet know the value of the Girl Scout 
experience. Others are stay-at-home or working moms, 
dads, and grandparents who want more quality time with 
their daughters and granddaughters. Without volunteers’ 
dedication, many girls in need would be without the guid-
ance, friendship, and quality programs that Girl Scouting 
offers. Interested individuals 18 years of age or older 
should contact gssu408@verizon.net to learn more about 
this wonderful opportunity.

See ENTREPRENEUR on Page 4
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Postal CustomerOn the web at:

By John LaVine - Contributing Writer

For most of us, the term work life balance 
means work + family time, with 20 minutes, 
maximum, left over to sift through the daily 
junkmail.  But when there was an opening for 
Texas State Representative of District 63, and 
members of the Republican Party came call-
ing, Tan Parker made his own call...to his wife, 
Beth.

“I called her first, to discuss what this would 
mean to our family.  We took a couple of days 
to pray and reflect.  In the end, my family has 

been very supportive.”
On November 4th, Parker will be running 

for a second term.  He has a financial indus-
try background and is a partner at Trivac Ltd, 
but has also been involved in government for 
many years, first becoming interested back in 
the 1980s.  “I got to meet President Reagan.  He 
really inspired me, the way he revived Ameri-
ca.  I was fascinated by it.  It’s affected how I 
approach the job and the way I think.  Later, I 

Tan Parker: A Calling to Give Back 

Photos by T & E Photo

Kids of all ages were looking for the greatest pumpkin at the Flower Mound Pumpkin Patch on FM 1171.

See PARKER on Page 19

By John LaVine - Contributing Writer

Photo by Bill Castleman

State Rep. Tan Parker of Flower Mound

Maybe the most entertaining creation to come 
to us through the Internet is a freeware program 
called Google Earth. If you haven’t had the plea-
sure of flying over your own neighborhood, you 
really need to give it a try. 

When you do, you will notice that our area of 
Denton County is growing. Fairly large blocks of 
land that were hay meadows and cattle pastures 
just a few years ago, are now filled with houses. 
These new homes are served by roads with quaint 
names like Green Oaks Drive, Golf Club Drive, 
or Ridgewood Circle. But they invariably empty 
into older connecting roads that were named af-
ter real people. You may wonder how McMakin, 
Jeter, Porter or Broome Roads got those names, 
but you’re not likely to find anyone who can tell 
you. As we watch our part of north central Texas 
transform itself from a farm community into a 
suburb, it is important to remember the self reli-
ant people who first lived here.

Taking a Look Back: 
The Origin of  Broome Road 

By Jim Morriss

See BROOME on Page 14
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CFO positions in her companies...but just 
what are these businesses?

One is Magazine International (www.
mymagazineinternational.com).  Using the 
catchphrase “...because models can’t have 
all the fun,” the business, based here and in 
Los Angeles, offers clients the opportunity to 
get the kind of photographic makeover that 
stars have gotten for years.  “I have a staff 
of talented, established commercial photog-
raphers, makeup artists, hair stylists, and 
even L.A. photo editing retouch specialists.  
Are you overweight?  No you’re not.  Do you 
have wrinkles?  No you don’t.  Do you have 
gray hair?  No--you--don’t.  Our 20/20 Plan 
is meant to take 20 pounds and 20 years off 
your looks.”

Is your business just for rich women?
“Women spend $9 billion annually on 

makeup.  We’re not into reality.  But, actual-
ly, we have many male clients.  Corporations 
will often use us.  There are 20 different pack-
ages, with prices as low as $450, to luxury 
packages costing a few thousand.  Our “green 
screen” technology can really make it appear 
that you’re wherever in the world you’d like 
to be photographed.  People use us to take a 
photo for an Internet dating service, too.”

But what happens when people see them 
without the big makeover?

“We can teach them a lot of tips to keep 
looking their best every day.”

Marilisa has several other companies, in-
cluding Dance Dance Dance Productions and 
DFW Bargames, divisions of Party People 
Entertainment.  Companies and establish-
ments contract them to handle on-site enter-
tainment.

What makes them successful, especially in 
these hard economic times?

Marilisa explains, “All of our entertain-
ment packages bring value to our customers.  

Whether we’re bringing a Texas Hold’em 
game, karaoke, or trivia, they’re all meant to 
bring back customers.  You’ve got to be cre-
ative, to think what more can I do?”  

Are there any upcoming events where 
people can see your entertainment team in ac-
tion?

“Yes.  We’re working with Kim Cloud 
Charities on the Cloud Nine Fashion Show 
fundraiser, coming up November 8th at the 
Hilton Garden Inn.”

How has your local involvement in the 
community benefi ted you?  

“Almost everyone on the staff of my com-
panies I met either at the Flower Mound 
Chamber of Commerce or through a direct re-
ferral from it.  When you align yourself with 
people far more talented than you are, you’re 
going to have stellar results...and that’s what 
I’ve done.”

“I already had my fi rst business going when 
I got involved in the chamber, but then saw 
what a vacuum I’d been operating in.  When 
I started other businesses, I now already had 
an accountant, attorneys, advertising people, 
web designers, and a board of directors...all 
through the chamber.  It made it easy, just a 
piece of cake.”

What advice would you give to wary 
would-be entrepreneurs?

“First, to quote a line that’s posted on 
my bathroom wall,” Marilisa laughs easily, 
“Those who dare and dare greatly are those 
who succeed.”   

“Also, people will take their cues from you:  
if you believe in you, they’re going to believe 
in you.  Steve Smith, who owns Cornerstone 
Staffi ng with (Flower Mound) Mayor Jody 
Smith, saw this and spent a lot of time going 
over my plans with me.”  

My good friend Don Preston instructs, 
“Your idea has to add value to people’s lives.  
It can’t be just to make money.”

I read that you went to Moody Bible Col-
lege.  How does that fi t in to your success?

Marilisa beams, switching gears, “The 
only reason I have anything is God’s direct 
blessing, and there’s no other reason, what-
soever.”

So what’s next?
“When one company is up and running 

and doesn’t challenge me any more, then I 
work on something else.  I already have an 
idea of what my next business will be.”

Parting advice for the self-employed 
wannabe?

“If you fi nd something that excites you, 
that’s the key.”

Entrepreneur
Continued from Page 1Cleaning Service 

Position Available
  Locally-owned Cleaning 
Service Company is looking 
for an individual willing to 
work part to full time hours. 
Need to be flexible with 
hours. If interested please 
call 940-597-2120 .
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• Fine Wines
• Imported

Beers
• Deli Food
• Fuel

I-35-W at 407, Exit. 76 • 940-648-3573

Welding Eyecare
and

Laser Center
Mark P. Welding, O.D., Clinic Director
Anthony W. Evangelista, M.D.
Over 20 years of experience combined
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interned under C. Boyden Gray, the Counsel 
to the President, under President George H. W. 
Bush.  It was a tremendous honor and experi-
ence, getting to work in the West Wing.”

Governor Rick Perry also had a hand in 
Parker’s political career.  “I was a businessman 
in my mid-30s.  I’d always been interested in 
politics.  I’d been a volunteer in others’ cam-
paigns.  When Governor Perry asked me to 
chair the Texas Industrial Development Cor-
poration, I felt that if politics was truly a call-
ing, it was time to really step up, to be serious 
about making a difference in the lives of work-
ing people and families in Denton County.”

Parker feels fortunate to be in Texas during 
these tough economic times.  “Certainly, we’re 
going to become more and more impacted by 
this – especially in regard to real estate.  So 
far, we’ve been relatively insulated, compared 
to other states.”

Speaking of real estate, you’ve been very 
outspoken with your views on property taxes.

“During the 80th Legislative Session, I filed 
a bill to turn the entire surplus back to the tax-
payers.  It’s not our money; it’s your money.  
It’s important that the people know we deliv-
ered the largest property tax reduction in the 
history of the country during the last session.  
We need to do more meaningful appraisal re-
form, as well.”

Parker would like to look at even more radi-
cal changes to cut property taxes.

“I’d like to get rid of property taxes com-
pletely, if possible, and look at moving over to 
a consumptive (sales) tax in its place.”

What about toll roads?  Are you in favor of 
raising tax money that way?

“I don’t want any currently free roads 
changed into toll roads.  If we want to build 
“luxury” roads, I can see looking at toll roads 
to fund them.  What I really think is important 
is that every dollar raised for transportation 
actually be used for transportation, not moved 
into the general fund.  It’s about truthful taxa-
tion.”

“The government needs to live within its 
means, just as the people have to do.  We can-
not burden the citizens with more taxes, but 
have to be fiscally disciplined and restrain 
government spending.”

You get much resistance to this in Austin?
“You’d be surprised, but I do,” Parker 

laughs.
Actually, I’m not surprised at all.  How do 

we do it?
“We need to have greater transparency to 

show where every dollar is being spent.”
With the faltering economy, what can we do 

to support business growth in Denton Coun-
ty?

“Our growth is due to the fact that Texas 
leads the nation in the creation of new jobs, 
business start-ups, and the number of incom-
ing Fortune 500 company relocations.  That’s 
because we’re the number one state in being 
pro-business and pro-family.”

What about the Business Franchise Tax?
“That was enacted before my time in office.  

It flies in the face of everything else we’re do-
ing.  I’ll work to repeal that, or at least to se-
riously amend it.  Specifically, if you have a 
business that loses money, you should never 
have to pay taxes to the state on it.  It’s ab-
solute nonsense!  Also, the small business tax 
exemption is currently set at $600,000.  I want 
that doubled to $1.2 million.  Small business 
is the reason that Denton County is one of the 
fastest growing counties in the country.  Small 
business is the heart and soul, the engine of 
economic growth.”

You step up for the property rights of citi-
zens, but one of the hot buttons in Denton 
County is that of eminent domain.  Where do 
you stand on the rights of oil & gas companies 
to drill and lay pipelines wherever they see fit 
versus the homeowners’ rights?  

“There is tremendous economic gain de-
rived from the money that the natural gas com-
panies bring in.  Certainly, the Barnett Shale 
has provided a 
huge benefit to 
the population at 
large.  But, we 
have to balance 
the needs of the 
property owners 
and communities 
at the same time.  
It’s really all 
about dialogue, 
finding a com-
mon point.”

“We need to sit 
down at the table 
with the folks 
from the pipe-
line and drilling 
areas, along with 
the citizens, to 
address the re-
cent eminent do-
main violations.”

What viola-
tions are we see-
ing?

“ C e r t a i n l y , 
we’ve got some 
really terrific op-
erators out there, 
but perhaps a 
couple of folks 
don’t live up to 

the same standard as the vast majority of the 
industry does.  I want to see that everyone’s 
playing fair and all voices can be heard.”

You’ve been outspoken about illegal immi-
gration.  Where are we and where are we going 
if you’re re-elected?

“We’ve got some very significant problems 
here, and this is very high on my radar.  Illegal 
immigration adds to violent gang activity at the 
border and it spreads upwards into our urban 
areas.  It is a financial burden to our healthcare 
industry.  We have to pay to house illegal im-
migrants who become incarcerated, too.”

“During the last session, I fought very hard 
to get funding to add 376 more Department of 
Public Safety officers for the border, which 
was the amount we were told we needed.  We 
obtained over $100 million, which paid for 
about 150 DPS officers, plus Blackhawk he-
licopters.”

“Washington has forgotten its responsibility 
to Texas as a border state.  I want to see our 
legislators in Washington get that money reim-
bursed to us.  Also, we need to crack down on 
employers who knowingly, purposely employ 
illegal immigrants.  

“That said, I want to increase the number 
of legal immigrants who are allowed into the 
United States every year, be they from Latin 

America, Europe, Asia, wherever.  Let the 
most talented, ambitious people come here, 
through the front door, which they can’t do if 
they have to hide in the shadows.”

So, you’ve definitely had to carve out a piece 
of your life to represent District 63.  Looking 
back - and forward, how does it “tax” your 
family time, if you don’t mind that word?

“My family is very important to me, of 
course.  But, I also have to look at my life, and 
assess why I’m here.  Each of us has a calling.  
Mine is to be a public official.  If you’ve been 
given much, it’s important you give back.”

Would you encourage your two daughters to 
go into politics, if they have the calling?

“Absolutely - you can do so much for so 
many people.  Lauren and Ashley have a 
unique advantage because of what daddy does.  
They learn about what it means to be involved 
in your community and give back.  It has af-
forded them the experiences as children to be 
on the floor of the State House of Representa-
tives, to meet the governor and senators.  They 
enjoy it.”

To maintain my own financial transparen-
cy, I should mention that Representative Tan 
Parker picked up the tab for my coffee.  But 
after speaking with him, I’m certain that it 
wasn’t paid for with your tax money.

Parker
Continued from Page 1
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